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Dear friends in the arts community

The government-mandated lockdown followed a steep increase in the number 
of reported cases of Covid-19 and is a necessary step to decrease the rate of 
infection through enforced social distancing, which has proven to be an effec-
tive measure to decrease transmission.

Here’s the bottom line: we know that this will be a trying time. But we also know 
that it is critical that we all respond to this crisis with kindness, creativity, re-
sponsibility and consideration for each other. 

To our recently funded beneficiaries: we encourage you to submit your re-
ports, as we wish to release the second tranche of funding without any further 
delays. We are cognisant of the fact that your events may need to be post-
poned and we encourage you to revise your timelines accordingly.

To prospective beneficiaries: please urgently get your project funding appli-
cations for 2020/21 to us before 30 April 2020 – visit www.nac.org.za to apply 
online. Read more about this later in the newsletter.

The NAC is continuing to render services to our artists and beneficiaries during 
the nationwide lockdown; here are the people to contact during this period:

Recapping the last weeks of 2019:
The NAC was delighted to conclude and announce the process of completing 
its outcomes for innovation, design and creation as well as for its local/national 
bursaries. 

A total of 237 organisations and individual projects, across nine provinces, have 
received grants totalling R49-million, including local bursaries. The total com-
prises R23-million for arts organisations and R26-million for arts practitioners 
and projects.

NAC mourns the passing of two of our own
It was with sadness that we learnt of the passing of Moya Phosa on 20 January 
2020 and Londiwe Langa on 4 January 2020.

Ms Phosa served as a Council Member for the NAC from 2006 to 2010, while 
Ms Langa was a Multidisciplinary Advisory Panellist from 2014 to 2018.
We at the National Arts Council send our deepest condolences to their families 
and friends. May their souls rest in peace.

The NAC invites applications for arts projects. Individuals and registered arts 
organisations can apply for funding of arts projects within the five programmes 
that the NAC focuses on. 

The advert can be viewed here: https://www.nac.org.za/latest-news/call-for-
applications-for-funding-2020-arts-projects/ 

Closing date: 31st May 2020. Outcomes date (anticipated): 22 July 2020. 

The NAC’s national project funding roadshows kick off

We headed out on our annual national project funding roadshows earlier this 
year. The roadshows commenced on Friday 28 February 2020 in Mpumalanga. 
Deputy NAC chairperson Jabu Dlamini graced the launch alongside Peter 
Tshabalala (Arts Development Officer for Capacity Building) and Thola Phetla 
(Marketing and Communications Manager). 

From Mpumalanga, we headed to Bergsig in Springbok, in the Northern Cape, 
on 4 March 2020. Zinzi Ramatseba and Charmaine Monareng presented a 
workshop and disseminated as much information as possible. On 6 March 
2020 we touched down in Moses Kotane Municipality, in North West. Thato 
Monamodi (Arts Development Officer for Arts Organisation Support Funding) 
shared the enhanced strategy of the NAC to explain what we mean when we 
say we are “funding for impact”. 

Thereafter, in accordance with 
the presidential decree prohibiting 
gatherings of more than 100 
individuals and the subsequent 
lockdown, all roadshows were 
discontinued until further notice. 

Beneficiary profile: Helping Free State communities 
prosper through the arts

Seeing the widespread desperation among young, unemployed and vulnerable 
people in the Mangaung area, Sipho Tshabalala was inspired to find a way to 
instil hope in residents of the townships of Botshabelo and Rocklands, near 
Bloemfontein.

Taking his lead from a Bible verse, he set up the Born to Prosper (B2P) 
Community non-profit organisation, which recently benefited from NAC funding. 

B2P Community’s dream is to build hope among the hopeless. It trains teacher 
assistants, sports coaches, and volunteers in the fields of arts and crafts, 
horticulture, enterprise development and safety, and works with young people, 
women and people with disabilities. 

Armed with its vision to create vibrant, self-reliant communities that contribute 
to the Free State economy, B2P Community approached the NAC with a 
proposal to get budding Free State artists much-needed work and exposure, 
while fulfilling a public service and cultivating an appreciation for the arts. 

For months, artist volunteers have been creating portraits for the community 
group’s NAC-funded Faces of Government Art Project to advance the arts in 
the Free State while educating school children about the province’s and the 
country’s political leadership – and encouraging patriotism. 

Tshabalala explains: “We are used to having everything done digitally – when 
there’s a new incumbent president, we remove the old faces and replace them 
with downloadable photos of the new faces. Why can’t we do it by hand? It’s a 
way of inculcating our originality as South Africans, showing that we come from 
the soil of this country. These portraits we are doing are created by hand by 
one of us, not by a computer.”

Since December, Free State volunteer artists have since been hard at work, 
hand-painting and hand-sketching hundreds of portraits of government leaders. 
Tshabalala says: “The feedback we’ve gotten so far from our beneficiaries are 
along the lines of: ‘I feel very honoured to have an actual portrait, something 
that’s not computer-created.’”

B2P Community has begun distributing the portraits to Free State schools, 
and distribution of national and provincial government portraits will follow this 
year, as will an exhibition. Soon, the work of emerging young Free State artists, 
including those with disability, will be on display for all the country’s leaders – 
and the leaders of tomorrow – to see and admire.

Beneficiary profile: PE playwright searches for modern-
day ‘Noah’ to save society 

At a time when Covid-19 is making the world introspect and reassess, is there a 
place for the Noah of the Bible’s Old Testament to come back and, literally and 
metaphorically, save the world from itself? That’s what Port Elizabeth playwright 
and actor Zwai Mgijima is pondering in his new play, New Brighton Noah.

Mgijima has received National Arts Council (NAC) funding for his Testing 
Ground project, a cultural exchange collaboration between his Brighton Players 
theatre company, and England’s Conway Collective performing arts company 
and Essex University. 

With fellow Nelson Mandela Bay actor Xolani Ngesi and English director Luke 
Dixon, he aims to tour the play locally and abroad in the coming months, 
fostering intercontinental conversations and exploring common issues of social 
cohesion. 

Mgijima’s motto, ever since being taken under Winston Ntshona’s wing in the 
mid-1990s, has been: “Do what you do best. Be simple; be who you are. Tell 
your own stories.” Another maxim he lives by is: “In humanity we invest”, tying 
in with the values of ubuntu.

His latest project sees him reflecting on society and the times through a 
philosophical lens. The play probes how the public – not just the government – 
is complicit in perpetuating socio-economic ills, and suggests that the world is 
“so far gone”, a modern-day Noah is needed to save it.

However, the script has now taken a dramatic new twist in light of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 

“I’ve been rewriting the whole show in a South African context,” he explains. 
“The New Brighton Noah story fits perfectly with the story of the coronavirus. 
God comes back to look for another Noah to save the world – right here in New 
Brighton.

“In this time of corruption and false prophets, who make people eat rats and 
sow panic with Jik and Doom, what makes a good leader or a politician? There 
is an erosion of identity and values. We need to get our house in order to try to 
understand ourselves as human beings.”

Let us support the hidden gems of our informal arts economy

As we rack our brains for how we can better support our artists in the face of 
limited public and private funding, sometimes the answer is glaringly simple – 
and is right there under our noses, where we live, where we work and on our 
daily commutes. 

Phila Dlozi (21) has come all the way from the hills of Sokhulu, near Richards 
Bay, to seek, if not his fortune, then at least a decent living on the streets of 
Jozi. He often busks outside the National Arts Council offices in the Market 
Theatre Precinct, next to the Newtown Junction shopping centre.

What he does is a profession, he says – one that he executes with diligence, 
com such work should be celebrated, and not sidelined. As Phila says: “My 
work aims to say, ‘Shine, black child. Use your gift and never forget where you 
come from. With a lot of hard work and dedication, you can be a superstar and 
heal nations with your music or whatever your gift is. It is all possible.”

By Rosemary Mangope, CEO of the National Arts Council. 
Read the full City Press article here.

“My line of work is to open people’s eyes 
to see things in a different light,” says 
Mgijima. New Brighton Noah aims to do 
just that – with Covid-19 as the topical 
hook to get people talking.

Mgijima expects his play to be 
controversial in how it weaves in Covid-19 
with the theme of individual responsibility, 
“but it’s important to provoke. We are so, 
‘Don’t say this; don’t touch this.’ If you 
look at the Fugards, Ntshonas and the 
Kanis, they were telling the truth and 
the world listened to them. As theatre 
practitioners, that’s what we’re all about.

NAC out and about

The NAC participated in the three-day Creative Industries Career Expo from 13 
to 15 March 2020. Four beneficiaries were invited to showcase their products 
and services to learners and unemployed young people. This main aim of the 
expo was to give exposure to organisations in the creative industries, and also 
share information with the learners and other stakeholders who were present. 

NAC welcomes Cobi Labuscagne to the team
It gives us great pleasure to announce that Cobi Labuscagne has joined the 
NAC, effective from 2 March 2020, and will be working with us for six months 
as an Organisational Effectiveness Practitioner.

Cobi brings to the NAC her extensive experience in the creative industries, 
having had professional dealings with many businesses operating in the sector.

She worked as a part-time lecturer at Wits School of Arts between 2006 and 
2008. That year, she was a founding member of Artlogic, going on to serve as 
Creative Director and then CEO.

Over the last 18 months, prior to joining the NAC, she completed a business 
master’s degree in Information Systems Management, keeping abreast of or-
ganisational technology needs and innovation. We bid Cobi a very warm wel-
come to the NAC team.

The NAC announced a call for international bursary applications for the 2020/21 
academic year, which closed on 31 January 2020. The invitation was extended 
to individuals wishing to pursue postgraduate arts studies who were apply-
ing for a course not currently offered in South Africa. Awarded grants will not 
exceed R250 000 and will be subject to Council approval. Please note that 
outcomes are due to be published on 30 April 2020. Should there be changes 
regarding the announcement, a notice will be posted on our digital platforms.

Welcome to our first 2020 newsletter, which 
will keep you updated on the goings-on at the 
National Arts Council (NAC). Although we are 
dealing with serious challenges as a country, 
rest assured that the NAC will continue inno-
vating, discovering, cleaning up, monitoring 
and enhancing our efforts, to emerge with 
instruments that will help us better serve our 
beneficiaries. I hope you enjoy reading this 
newsletter and we invite you to keep in touch 
with any comments or suggestions.

Thola Phetla 
Marketing and Communications Manager

For programme/currently funded project queries:

• Capacity building
   Peter Tshabalala: peter@nac.org.za

• Social cohesion and nation building
   Andrew Nkadimeng and Simangele Hlophe: andrew@nac.org.za and 
   simangele@nac.org.za

• Arts platforms, showcases, exhibitions and festivals 
   Zinzi Ramatseba: zinzi@nac.org.za

• Strategic initiatives
   Charmaine Monareng and Lindi Ngcobo: charmaine@nac.org.za and 
   lindi@nac.org.za

• Innovation, design and creation 
   Puleng Lesala: puleng@nac.org.za

• Arts organisation support funding 
   Thato Monamodi and Eugene Marillier-Malotana: thato@nac.org.za and 
   eugene@nac.org.za 

For communication-related queries:

Thola Phetla and Thando Ndlovu: thola@nac.org.za and thando@nac.org.za

For IT-related queries:
Itumeleng Sikhosana and Thabisile Nhlapo: itumeleng@nac.org.za 
and thabisile@nac.org.za

For finance-related queries:
Galaletsang Molefe and Matshidiso Matsebe: galaletsang@nac.org.za 
and matshidiso@nac.org.za

Human resources queries:
Thabiso Selai and Zandile Mxoli: thabiso@nac.org.za and zandile@nac.org.za

Office of the CEO
Connie Thabede and Cobi Labuscagne: connie@nac.org.za 
and cobi@nac.org.za

While we are working remotely, please note that our switchboard will not 
be manned and we encourage you to forward queries to:
info@nac.org.za

OUTCOMES:
INTERNATIONAL BURSARIES 

Limpopo was our last stop, in 
Phalaborwa in the Namakgale 
Municipality. Freddy Molope 
and Refilwe Seotlo expressed 
how the NAC funds had made a 
difference not only for them, but for 
the communities they live in and 
where their programmes are active. 
Our Limpopo journey ended in 
Burgersfort and Polokwane.


