
 

 
 
 
 
 
Report on the Indigenous Knowledge Systems (IKS) 
EXPO, held at the International Convention Centre 
(ICC), Durban, 26th to 30th July 2010.  
 
 
 
 
 
    Compiled by  
 
  Mokong Simon Mapadimeng (PhD) 
 
   NAC Research Manager 
 
  In consultation with Carol Maluleke, 
 Communications and Marketing Manager,    

Themba Radebe, Assistant Communications and 
Marketing Unit, as well as Thato Monamodi,  

Company Funding Officer.  
 

 
 
 

Date: August 2010.   
 
 



Background and Introduction  
Along with the end of apartheid and establishment of a democratic 
order, were new initiatives aimed at the redress of past inequities and 
injustices, and of transformation of the historically divided nation. While 
the initial transformation blueprint, the Reconstruction and Development 
Programme (RDP) clearly articulated the way forward for a post-
apartheid democratic society, there was however one missing point i.e. 
that of the need to re-vitalize and tap into the indigenous knowledge 
systems (IKS) as a resource for competitive advantage in what is a highly 
integrated and globalised world.  This omission was however soon 
recognized by government, leading to the establishment of the National 
Indigenous Knowledge Systems Office (NIKSO) in the former Department 
of Arts, Culture, Science and Technology. The office is today situated in 
the Department of Science and Technology (DST) and has as its sole 
mandate being “…to nurture national IKS priorities through proactive engagement in 
the field of science and technology. Through an interdisciplinary and multidimensional 
approach, the activities of NIKSO are aimed at opening new vistas for academic, 
practices for greater scientific understanding, promotion, protection through intellectual 
property rights of communities, recognition, affirmation and development of IKS that will 
ensure fair and equitable benefit sharing of IK resources to indigenous communities both 
in the short and long term. These initiatives aims at fostering better understanding of the 
interface of IKS with culture and science, culture and technology in a manner that gives 
recognition to traditional customs and practices. In essence, it will provide the bedrock 
for the generation of new knowledge and new consciousness” (see 
http://nikso.dst.gov.za/dd/about-nikso ). 
 
The IKS Expo recently held at the International Convention Centre in 
Durban was a second of its kind following the first one held previously in 
the Limpopo Province, with the objective of promoting IKS as well as 
celebrating some of the achievements made towards the advancement 
of South Africa’s IKS while identifying the challenges and possible 
interventions. The National Arts Council (NAC) was one of the several key 
stakeholders in the organisation of the EXPO, especially as the NAC has 
recently identified the need to promote and support indigenous arts as 
part of this national priority. Below is a report on the NAC’s participation at 
the EXPO.  
 
NAC’s Involvement  
The NAC’s participation in the EXPO, as mentioned already, not only took 
the form of serving as part of the organising team, but also through both 
exhibition of its funded arts in the KwaZulu-Natal(KZN) Province and a 
discussion session. This was so as the NAC staff felt that it is crucial that the 
NAC takes advantage of this opportunity to showcase its funded art works 
in KZN province and also use it as a platform to stimulate debate on the 



challenges and opportunities to promoting and advancing the 
indigenous arts.  
 
The NAC Exhibition 
The NAC Exhibition stand was organised and manned by Carol Maluleke 
(Communications and Marketing Manager), Thato Monamodi (NAC 
Company Funding Officer) and Themba Radebe (Temporary Staff 
member in the Communications and Marketing Unit). Two stands with 
standard furniture were allocated for the NAC. Artworks Communications 
was commissioned to design the NAC stands. NAC brochures and 
postcards were displayed along with the ADO’s business cards. 
 
The NAC invited some of the funded artists to showcase their work. The 
invited artists were Ekuzameni Crafters who displayed beaded lamp 
shades and Vusi Crafters also displayed steel craft motor and engineering 
designs. 
 
Books written and published through the NAC funding, mainly written in 
indigenous languages by established and budding authors were also 
displayed. Below are photographs of the exhibition: 
 
Picture 1. The visitors at the NAC Exhibition stand.  

 



Picture 2. Minister Naledi Pandor and her Entourage at the Exhibition Stands  

 
 
Pictures 2 and 3: School Learners Visiting the NAC Stand 
Pictures 2. 

 
Pictures 3.  



 
 
Picture 4. The NAC Staff at theExpo 

 
 
 
 



The NAC Session  
The NAC session, titled Advancing Indigenous Arts: Challenges and 
Opportunities was facilitated by Dr Simon Mapadimeng (the NAC 
Research Manager) and featured as members of the panel Segametsi 
Mmolawa (Director of Library and Documentation Services, Africa Institute 
of South Africa), Professor Pitika Ntuli (Academic, Cultural Expert and 
Artist), and Nise Malange (Director of Bat Center and Arts & Cultural 
Expert).  It was held on the last day of the EXPO i.e. Friday 30th July 2010. 
While the panelists’ initially submitted titles and proposed presentations 
would have been largely academic in terms of presentation style and the 
jargon, it was however humbling to see them adapting their presentations 
in the away that became intelligible and accessible to the audience. This 
is particularly commendable as the Expo was organized in such a way 
that it does not become a high-level pitched talk-shop amongst trained 
intellectuals, researchers and academics, but that instead it serves as a 
consultative public forum in which ordinary members of the community 
become active players in shaping the debates and the future direction in 
efforts towards development and advancement of the IKS. This 
adaptation of presentations made this session one of the best organised 
and praised at the Expo. It allowed an invigorating and intense debate as 
the audience took control of the situation as active participants 
challenging some of the presenters on some of the contentious questions 
while sharing their insights on the subject. The session’s accessibility to the 
audience was further enhanced by the translation services that were 
provided as part of the broader EXPO. The translator in this session helped 
greatly in translating from English to isiZulu, although the session was 
largely conducted through a code-switching style.   
 
The session was preceded by the main plenary session under the theme of 
Our Knowledge Our Pride in which the NAC presented on the African 
Calendar. As Dr Sello Galane, the NAC IKS Committee chairperson was 
unable to make it to the Expo, Dr Mapadimeng was requested by the 
plenary session organizers to present on the African Calendar on his 
behalf. This presentation, together with others by Professor L Mathenjwa 
on the contribution of IKS in promoting of human rights, cultural linguistic 
and religious rights, Professor Paul Singh on the contribution of indigenous 
games in social cohesion, Mr M Koitsiwe on the Integration of African 
Cultural Astronomy in Education Curriculum; generated a lot of 
enthusiasm and interest amongst the audience, setting the stage for the 
subsequent roundtable session.  
 
 
 



Presentations in the NAC Roundtable Session  
The presentations were kick started by Nise Malange whose presentation 
focused on amongst others what indigenous African art is, its significance 
and the current constraints to its promotion as well as what needs to be 
done to overcome those constraints. Her point of departure was that 
indigenous arts is the soul for Africans and that its role lies in the nurturing 
of community relations, promoting sharing values, has expressions in rituals 
and ceremonies as well as praise signing, and that it also promotes 
partnerships, networking, and mutual caring.  This, she argues, is so as 
indigenous arts are accessible to all ages and their physical nature, as 
represented in, for instance, dance and music as well as games, promotes 
healthy lifestyle. Notwithstanding this however, she argues that indigenous 
African arts and culture tend to be undermined and presented as 
backward. Hence she sees an urgent need for the indigenous African arts 
and culture to be promoted, supported and widely publicised into main 
stream practices. This, she argues, can be achieved through amongst 
others improved funding, capacitating of indigenous knowledge bearers 
who are mainly elderly people and are innumerate and illiterate due to 
the apartheid past policies and marginalisations.  
 
Such training and development would go along way in helping to grow 
indigenous arts and broadly indigenous knowledge. Malange also 
mentioned the need for adult learning centre whereby the old, as 
knowledge bearers, would have opportunity to impart their insights and 
knowledge to the young, ensuring that it is passed and sustained through 
generations. Further, she mentioned as important the need to make 
computers skills available to young people in rural areas through training 
centers, the need to have reading materials and application forms for arts 
funding in indigenous languages, that applications forms should not only 
be made available online as this restricts accessibility to those in remote 
rural villages, and those without knowledge on the internet, and that 
indigenous artists such as maskanda musicians should be empowered in  
way that enables them to have meaningful mutually beneficial 
collaborations with other musicians.  
 
Malange’s presentation was followed by Professor Ntuli, who started off by 
acknowledging the challenges of having to speak to the audience about 
a subject that it is knowledgeable to them. Such is the audience we had 
for the session. His main message and indeed a concern was that in South 
Africa today, a challenge for black Africans is lack of recognition of the 
wealth of indigenous knowledge that they posses. The result is that this 
knowledge is not fully and innovatively exploited to advance 
development and growth in the country. Noting that the government has 



come to realize the importance of indigenous knowledge as the basis for 
competitive advantage, as represented by the earlier efforts under the 
former education Minister, Professor Kader Asmal, who initiated curriculum 
review whereby indigenous knowledge systems are integrated into the 
formal education curriculum.  Such recognition is also evident in the 
recent introduction of bachelors’ degrees in indigenous knowledge 
system in universities such as the North West. It was however noted during 
discussions that these noble efforts would not be sustained if indigenous 
knowledge bearers e.g. the elderly and sangomas – as grass roots 
intellectuals - are left out.  
 
He cited a few examples to illustrate just how the wealth of African 
indigenous knowledge is unexplored and unrecognized. For instance, the 
significance of numbers counting in African indigenous languages as 
having both symbolic and mathematical meanings, which often go 
unacknowledged and un-appreciated.   
 
The third presentation was by Segametsi Mmolawa which was coupled 
with mine on behalf of Dr Galane. Both presentations focused largely on 
the African Calendar, although Segametsi also started by first explaining 
that the African institute of South Africa (AISA) is a research institute tasked 
with leading the production of knowledge on Africa, and that it does this 
by deploying its research team to various parts of the continent to 
conduct research on realities in Africa today. AISA’s mandate is thus to 
educate about and bring awareness of Africa in order to ensure that 
Africa’s culture is well publicized and promoted. AISA also uses 
Geographic Information System (GIS) to generate and publicize 
information and facts about Africa today, which should be instrumental to 
the process of the development of African Calendar.  
 
My presentation started with an outline of the background to the initiative 
on African Calendar, the fact that a meeting was held early in the year 
outside of Pretoria whereby some initial discussions happened. I then 
highlighted the main rationale behind the idea of and key objectives of 
the African Calendar as including amongst others, the following: 
 The recognition of limits in the current Gregorian calendar making it 

less representative of the global human population. Hence there is no 
such thing as a universal calendar, making the case for the need to 
explore the African Calendar,  

 That African calendar would not only inform our activities in the 
continent but would also contribute to the fostering of African 
consciousness and decolonisation project,   

 Hence African calendar should be understood as a trans-national 
concept,   



 That this calendar would enable the imperatives of social cohesion & 
nation building through the celebration and recognition of common 
annual calendar events and activities/festivities which, despite the fact 
that they happen in different times and seasons. This is seen as 
celebration of sameness amidst diversity, and    

 That already at the initial meeting outside of Pretoria, some of the key 
African calendar thematic events, festivities and activities were 
identified including amongst others the Motherhood (e.g. uhlanga) / 
earth Day, African Wellness and posterity month (Healer’s month), 
Initiation/rights of passage month, Harvesting Month, Tasting of the first 
fruit month, Celebrate African childhood,  African Spirituality Month 
observing African Culture (Ubuntu), African Religious diversity month, 
Indigenous African Languages Month / Orality month, and Africa new 
year.  

 
My presentation ended with an announcement that, as the development 
of the African Calendar cannot be short circuited, as the final products 
needs to be founded on the basis of wider national consensus, there 
would be more follow-up public hearings led by the NAC IKS Committee 
in conjunction with stakeholders, to which all are urged and invited to 
participate.   
 
Pictures 1 and 2. Panelists from Left to right: Dr Simon Mapadimeng, Segametsi 
Mmolawa, Professor Pitika Ntuli, and Nise Malange.   
Picture 1.  

 
 
 
 



Picture 2.  

 
 
Pictures 3 and 4. Panelists and the Audience.  
Pictiure3.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Picture 4.  
 

 
 
Closing Remarks  
If one is to sum up the main contribution of both the NAC discussion 
session and the exhibition at the EXPO, it would be two: 1) helping to 
generate greater awareness of the NAC’s existence as a arts funding 
body and 2) providing a platform to discuss one of the critical and highly 
topical questions i.e. the Indigenous Arts and the likely positive role that 
the envisaged African calendar would play in helping to promote African 
indigenous arts and culture in South Africa, as well as providing inspiration  
for other part of the continent. Thus, the session held at the EXPO served 
as a positive build-up on the African calendar and continuation of 
conversations kick-started by the preceding meeting held outside of 
Pretoria early in the year.  Te exhibition saw the NAC showcasing some of 
its funded arts products within the Province of the KZN.   
 
The implication for the NAC is that in future, we should continue to take 
advantage of opportunities such as presented by DST’s IKS EXPOs and 
other government departments as they are cost effective and enable us 
to still get the NAC exposed to the public that would otherwise not have 
known about its existence. At the EXPO, for instance, there were school 
kids and members of communities from all geographic parts of the KZN 
province.    


